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The enlargement of possibilities for women to act in both social and religious worlds is one of the
great characteristics of the later Middle Ages in Europe. More women, including married women, were

made saints. Rehglous women began to have an important influence on society so that the authorities

became suspicious of them (7).

The number of women who were made saints steadily increased from less than 10 percent in the
eleventh century to 27.7 percent in the fifteenth. During the same period the number of married

women who were made saints increased. As a rule, female saints came from the upper classes as

compared to male saints(4). In addition, female saints came from many areas and countries in Europe,

The fourteenth century was a difficult time for the Nordic countries. In addition to shortage of
food brought about by natural causes, crises of succession threatened the monarchies of these
countries. In such a time, two powerful women appeared. They were Bridget of Sweden (1303-1373)
and Queen Margaret of Denmark (1353-1412). In the same period, in other European countries too,
some remarkable women were active as political and/or religious leaders.
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